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UN~ COMMITTEE,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
report adopted.

ADJOURNM-%ENT.
The House adjourned at 11.13 p.m. un-

til the next day.

J3 ilti. Qoucl
Wednesday, 28th September, 1898.

Death of the Premier of Queensland: Motion
of Condolence--Question: Supreme Court
Business Congested-Question: Mineral
Lands Regulations -,Paper presented-
Motion: Diamond Mining and Regulations
--Shipping Casualties Inquiry Billi Corn-
mnittt*-Supply Bill (402000); all stages
-Local inscribed Stock Act Amendment
Bill, first resding-Reapfropriation of
Loan Moneys Bill, Counc iil s Amendments
assented to-Joint Commnittee : Official
Receiver in Bankruptcy; Motion to En-
large the Powers-Companies Act Aiaend-
ment Bill, in Committee, new clauses
further considered-Health Bill, in Com-
mittee, progress reported-Adjournent

ThxE PRESIDENT took the chair at

4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

MOTION OF CONDOLENCE: DEATH OiF
THE PRE~INER OF QUEENSLAND.

THa COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
C. BandeRl): Before proceeding with the
business of the day, I desire to move a
motion to, the following effect:--!We, the
members of the Legislative Council of
Western Australia in Parliament as-
sembled, having learned with sorrow of the
untimely death of the Hon. P. J. Byrnes,
Prime Minister of Queensland, desire to
express to the Parliament and the people
of that colony, our sympathy with them

in the sad loss they have sustained.
That this message of sympathy be tele-
graphed by the President of the Legrias-
tive Council to the President of the Legis-
lative Council in Queensland." It is not
necessary for me to say more than a few
words to hon. members in regard to this
motion. I am quite sure members of this
House synipa-thise with the Parliament
of another country in the death of the
leader of that Parliament. Personslly I
was unacquainted with the late Mr. Byrnes,
but I believe he attained a very high
position in political circles as the leader
of the Government of that countrz. Ho
was a young man comparatively-38
years of age--and to achieve the distiac-
tin- which he had achieved at that age
he must have had in him great possibili-
ties for his future political life. It is a
loss to the Government of that colony
at such a tine as the present. Hon.
members will sympathise with the Gov-
ernment of that colony in the loss they
have sustained. It is a sad one, es-
pecially under the circumstances. The
late Hon. T, J. Byrnes had only recently
attained the high position of rremier of
Queenslw-d, and to have the services of
such a, man cut off as it were in the prime
of his life is, as, I have said, a. national
loss. I believe it is a unique circum-
stance-I am not quite sure about that
-but I believe it is a unique circum-
stance in the history of popular govern-
ment, that a Prime Minister has been
ktiken away during his time of office, by
death. Han. members I am quite sure
will express the sympathy of this House
by approving of this motion being sent.
I will ask Mr. R. S- Haynes to second the
motion.

HoNq. R. S. HAYNES: I have much
pleasure indeed in seconding this motion.
I am glad this House recognise a the loss
such as the colony of Queensland has
sustained by the death. of the, leader (f
the Government as one which this country
through its Parliament could sympathise
with. I feel that it must be a serious
toss to the colony of Queensland. We
know that Queensland has pased through
troublous times, both in connection with
the financial wi-ve and the depression
which has existed, and in connection with
the severe and disastrous floods which
had a tendency to almost bring the colony
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into ruin. But I am proud to think that
Queensland has stood up against those
troubles and fought manfully, and now
that colony has sustained a. loss which
at this distance we may see she will have
some difficulty in coping with. The loss
of the leader of the Government, es-
pecially in the circumstances of that
colony, no doubt will he felt by all per-
sons having the welfare of the colony of
Queensland at heart, and we, as a, portion
of Australia, feel that the interests of
Queensland and the interests of ourselves
are a part of one great continent and a
part of one great nation. The late hon-
gentleman had a distinguished career.
He was a, young man, and had a
distinguished university career. He
waa a member of the Ministry pre-
viously in the capacity of Attorney Gene-
rat. Ha was amongst the youngest men
who held the position of leader of the
Government in any of the. colonies. In
view of the political situation of Queens-
land, the loss will ha severely felt, and I
am sure the House will -willingly pass this
motion sympathisiiig with the colony of
Queensland. We fortunately have never
had to face such a, difficulty as that, and
I am sure the loss of the leader under
such circumstances will be felt severely.

Question put and passed.

QUESTION: SUPREME COURT BUSINESS
CONGESTED.

Hem; H. G. PARSONS asked the, Colo-
nial Secretary whether, in view of the ex-
itreme congestion of the Supreme Court
lists, such congestion. being chiefly owing
to the number of goldfields, cases, and in
view, also, of the grave inconveniences
resulting to judges, counsel, litigants, and
witnesses, it is the intention of the Gov-
ernment to enforce the, provisions of 61
Vict., 28.

Tusn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied that the Government
did not at present intend to put the
provisions of the Act referred to into
force, as the present judicial staff was
able to cope with the legal business of
the colony.

QUESTION: M[INERAL LANDS REGULA-
TIONS.

HaN. A. P. MATHESON asked the Colo-
nial Secretary -Why, regulations dated

8thi September, 1898, amending the Mine-
ral Lands Regulations have not been laid
on the table of the House for approval
within fourteen days, in accordance with
the Act?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon,
G. Randell) replied:-The omission was
due to the fact that the paper was ad-
dressed to the. Clerk of the Council on
the 13th instant, instead of to myself.
In. that way the Mineral Lands Regula-
tions have not been. lad on the table of
the House in the usual way; but I have
now pleasure in presenting the paper.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the, COLONIAL SECREDTAnY: Mineral

Lands, Regulations da:ted 8th Septemnber,
1898.

MOTION: DIAMOND MCINING ANDL
REGULATIONS.

Hos. A. P. MATHESON moved "That
tl-s, House dissents froma the amend-
ment of the Mineral Lands Regulations,
dated 8th September, 1898, defin-
ing diamonds and precious stones as
minerals, for the purpose of the Act, until
further Regulations have been laid en the
table of the House, a-nd have been ap-
proved, providing-i. For the area of a
protection area in the, case of diamonds
andJ precious stonies 2. For the area of
a reward claim in the same case. 3. For
the area of an ordinary claim in the same
ease." In submitting this motion he did
not propose to detain the House for more
than sufficient time to explain the posi-
tion in which the Mineral Lands Regula-
tious--which the Colonial Secretary had
laid on the table this evening-left the
queston so far as diamonds were con-
cerned. It appeared that until recently
no provision. was made by the Legislature
of the colony for mining for diamonds and
precious stones. The reason no doubt was
that no discoveries of precious stones had
been made. While there was a special
gold-mining Act, and a. special portion of
the Mineral Lands Act dealing with coal,
and there was a special clause dealing with
silver, tin and antimony, no provision
was made for diamond-mining. But in.
consequence of an apolication received by
the Government it had become necessary,
it might be presumed, to make same pro-
visions for diamond-mining, and it ap-_
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parently occurred to the Minister of 'Mines
to add a, Ehort paragraph to the regula-
tions under the M~ineral Lands Act. The
short paragraph simply added the words
"diamonds and other precious atones" to
the clause -wbich defined minerals. The
other minerals defined by this clause were
gold, lead, copper, tin, etc., which he
need not enumerate. The Mineral Lands
Act of 1892 wa an Act in which the ne-
cessities of men who wanted to open a
quarry were taken into account very much
more than the necessities of the miningy
population who -reposed to mine for silver
or for precious stones. So much was that
the ca-se that, when it became neccezarv to
define the area of a. lease, a, special clause
was inserted providing that a, lease for
tin, silver or antimony should not exceed
40 acres. Ta the case of anythingy else
the size of the lease was to be 160 acres.
Ti result of this short paragraph defin-
ing a diamond as a mineral, without
making any other provision for diamond-
mining, had been that all the more ex-
tended clauses, suitable to the quarrying
(or building stones, gravel, or material
for brickmaking had become applicable to
the diamond-mining industry. 'Under this
Act a one-man claim for diamond-mining
could be 160 acres; the largest size of a
protection area could be 640 acres, and a
reward claim could, at the Ilrgest, be
1,600 acres.

HON. J. E. RICHARDSON: To mine for
diamonds?

HON. A. P. MATHES ON : Yea; to
mine for diamonds, always assuming that
a diamond mine -was found in a position
for which a reward claim was allowed by
the Act. When the relative value of
diamonds and other minerals was con-
sidered it was quite absurd that those
large areas could possibly be locked up
in the hands of one individual, by the
alteration of the Act. It could hardly
be credited tbat the Minister of Mines
intended that such should be the case.
The position he bad pointed out must
have been in some slight degree over-
looked. It might be interesting to kno~w
that in Mfrica, where diamnond mining
was carried on to its largest extent by
white population, the size of &~ one-man
holding, in the Transaal was 31 feet by
31 feet, representing about 1-45th of an

acre, and that in the Cape--which was
a British colony-30 feet by 30 feet was
the ordinary one-man diamond claim.
Each individual man was allowed, he be-
lieved, to amalgamate with any number
of other men, and so arose the holding
of a. diamond mine. But in the first in-
stance, every individual miner was given
an opportunity of pegging out 31 feet by
31 feet, and a, reward claim in the Tram-
vaal was just six ordinary claims, or Ath
of an acre. If hon. members just thought
for a moment of the regulations referring
to gold mining, they would find that the
maximium area. allowed in this colony
for a, gold-mining claim was 24 acres, and
for an, alluvial claim 70 feet by 70 feet,
which latter amounted to 1-9th of an
acre. Then the maximum alluvial re-
ward claim wan 600 feet by 600 feet,
which was equivalent to abo-ut 9 chains
by 9 chains, as against a reward claim
for diamond mining of 1,600 acres. The
maximum alluvial prospecting area for
gold was 1,000 feet by 1,000 feet, which
roughly meant 15 chains by 15 chains, as
against the proposed diamond protection
area of 80 chains. by 80 chains, The
diamond industry only ranked second
after the gold-mining industry-, and con-
sidering the number of people who were
unemployed in the colony aL the present
time it was extremely undesirable that
large areas, such atL were contemplated
by this Act, should be locked up, and
miners debarred from taking up claims.
His own opinion was that the diamond
mining industry required a complete set
of regulations for itself, and if diamonds
were discovered and the industry deve-
loped,' special regulations would probably
be found necessary. To attain his pre-
sent object, it was only necessary to
move that the regulations be not ap-
proved until the protection area, the re-
ward claim, and the mining claim had
been further defined in the regulationts,
and had been approved by this House.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hen.
G. Randell): In view of what had fallen
from the hen, member, and also in view
of his own inexperience in gold-mining,
he moved that the debate be adjourned
until next Tuesday. No objection would
be offered to an adjournment, because by
next week the remarkis of Mr. Matheson
would be in print, and hona. members

[COUNCIL.] New Begulations.
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given an opportunity of considering
them.

Put and passed, and the debate ad-
journed until Tuesday, 4th October.

SHIPPING CASUALTIES INQUIRY BILL.

!N COMMITTEE.

On the motion of the Hon. R. S.
HArNs, the House resolved into Com-
mittee to consider the Bill.

Clauses I to 4, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 6-Prliminary inquiry into

shipping casualties:
Hox. R. S. HAYNES moved, as an

amendment, that in line 2 of sub-clause
(a) the words "Chief Officer of Customs"
be struck out and "Harbour Master" in-
serted in lieu thereof. We found on in-
quiry that this was the chief objection to
the Bill. At the present time, if a
casualty occurred, as the law now stood,
it was the duty of the chief officer or
officer residing in or nearest, to the
place where the casualty occurred, to
hold a preliminary inquiry. Then he
decided whether any blame was to be
attached to anyone, and if there was
blame be made the charges. At the
Present time the Collector of Customs did
this; he framed the charges, then he con-
ducted the case, and afterwards he was
one of the hoard of formal inquiry which
decided the catse. The Collector of Cus-
tomns pointed out the anomaly to the
Cdmmittee. and also that a nerson
who brought. tha charges naturafly
had a prejudice in favour of the case
when he came into court,. The Commit-
tee thought it would be better for a man
.skilled in maritime affairs to make the
preliminary inquiry. A man might be
.an admirable collector of customs, hut
he might not know anvthinrr about shin-
ping affairs. A shin mieht come into
nort at a, lime when it ought not to come
in, or without ascertaining where the
liehts were, or a captain might do manyv
things, and it wns only right that a man
versed in shipnin z should decide whether
tWe canin did right or wronz. and
handled hiq -hin in a rrnn',- r,onlw-.
The alterations be (Mr. Haynes) Proposed
to make would enable a nauntical man *o
formulate the charges and to conduct the
case afterwards, if it was decided to hold
P formal inquiry. The bench which

would try the case would know nothing
about it until it came before them.

THE COONAL SECRTAY: Had the
hon. member considered another phase
of the question? Supposing an accident
happened to the ship through the fault
of the Harbour Master's servants.

HON. R. S. HAYNES : Sub-clause (c)
would deal with that. He would take
another case: supposing an accident cc-
cm-red at Wyndham or Derby, and no
Harbour Master was convenient, then, by
sub-clause (4) the inquiry would be held
by a person appointed by the Minister.
The Harbour Master was the proper per-
son to hold the inquiry. Having, in view
the evidence given by Captain Laurie, it
was only right that a captain's certificate
shouild be dealt with by anman who under-
stood something about nautical business.
The amendments suggested by the Com-
mittee were to bring the Bill into line
with other Acts of Parliament. As the
law at present stood, it was an anomaly-

Amendment put and passed.
HON. B. S. HAYNES moved, as; a

further amnendmient, that the w. rMi. 'chief
officer of Customs," in Luh-claiise (b), be
struck oult, and the words "harbour-
master" be inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed, a-nd the
clause as a-mended arced to.

Clause 6-agreed to.
Clause I-Application by person mak-

ing preliminary inquiry for formal in-
quiry:

HoN. R. S. HAYNES moved that the
following words be added to the clause: -

And where charges Are to be made against the
master, mate, or engineer of any ship, such
vex-son shall frame and set forth the chargos
in a clear and definite manner, and deliver a
report of his investigation or statement of the
case, and a copyr of sund, charges, to the court
at the time of making the application, and
serve, or cause to he served, either personally
or through the post, a copy thereof, together
with a notice of the time and placeoef holding
of the court on the person sought to he charged,
a reasonable time prior to the sitting of such
court.

Tf these words were not added there would
be no machinery to bring the facts of the
case before the Person charged. He did
not know how the person charged found
out when the court was sitting, under the
present Act.

Amendment put and Passed, and the
clause, as amended agreed to.
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Clause S-Court of formal inquiries
into shipping casualties and conduct of
officers:

HON. R. S. HAYNES moved, as an
amendment, that in line 3 of paragraph
3 of sub-clause (f) the words "The
Collector of Customs or Chief Officer of
Customs at the nearest port, together
with" be struck out. Under the Bill it
was proposed that the court should con-
siat of the Resident Magistrate, the Col-
lector of Customs, and two assessors.
The Resident Magistrate was a lawyer
and skilled in the administration of jus-
tice, and two nautical men would sit with
him to decide the case. Why, therefore,
should the Collector of Customs also have
to siti Was not the Resident.Magistrate
sufficienti He intended to move an
amendment subsequently to enable the
present Collector of Customs to be ap-
pointed the chairman of the c-c',rt atL
Fremantle, because the present Collector
of Customs had taken a great deal of in-
terest in shipping matters and shipping
disputes, and therefore it would be ad-
visable to retain him as lie hairnin of
the court. The next Collector of Cots-
toms might not be a sritiable person to
administer the law, and therefore it would
be left to the Minister to appoi~pt another
person to be the olfairman of the court.

Amendment put and passed.
HON. R. S. BAYNES moved, as further

amendments, that in paragraph 1 of sub-
clause (f), the words "nearest to such
port : Provided that in case ait the nearest
port the Chief Officer of Customs shall be
the Government Resident, then the court
shall be formed of the, Chief Officer of
Customs and justice of the peace" be
struck out, and that the words "at the
nearest port" be inserted in lieui thereof ;
also that the following new sub-paragrapb
be added to the clause, "And in any case
by any person or persons appointed for
the purpose by the Minister."

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 9-Assessors at formal inquiry:
Hov. R. S. HAYNES moved, as amend-

ments, that in sub-clause 1, line 3, the
words "appointed out of a list of persons
for the time being appointed by the Mfin-
ister, in such manner and according to
such regulations (if any) as may be made
with regard thereto" be struck out, and

the words "summoned by the president or
police magistrate, or other person hold-
ing the formal inquiry" be inserted in
lieu thereof ; also that at the end of sub-
clause 2 the following words be added
"provided that if the inquiry involves a
charge against an engineer, one at least
of the assessors shall be a certificated
engineer;" also in sub-clause 3, line 1,
the words "other than an officer of the
customs" be struck out; also that in sub-
clause 3, line 3, after the word "superin-
tend" the words "and. conduct" be in-
serted; also in sub-clause 3, after "the"
the words "management of the" be struck
out; also that at the end of sub-clause 3
the following words be added "and for that
purpose in his discretion, to retain and
employ legal assistance ;" also in sub-
clause 6, line 1, after the word "court"
the words "or a majority of the members
thereof" be inserted; also in sub-clause 6,
line 2, between the words "the" and "in-
vestigation"' the words "preliminary or
formal" be inserted; also at the end of
sub-clause 8 that the following words be
added "and the rules, practice, and pro-
cedure of the local court shall, as far as
practicable, be followed ;" also that in
sub-clause 10, line 2, after "section" the
words "shall be a, judicial proceeding
and" be inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 10-List of assessors:
HON. H. S. HAYNES moved, as -an

amendment, that the clause be struck out.
The intention of the framer of the Bill
was that a list of nautical assessors should
b-, made out, and that these assessors
should be drawn upon at the will of the
Collector of Customs. The Committee
thought it would be better to strike out
the list, as the Collector of Customs said
that it would be absolutely unworkable;
that would leave it in the hands of the
chairman to select the most competent
persons to sit with -him.

Question put and passed, and the clause
struck out.

Clause 11-power of court of investiga-
tion. or inquiry as to certificates:

HON. R. S. HIAYNES moved, as amnend-
ments, that in sub-clause (a) line 3,
all the words after " default" to
the end of sub-clause be struck out; also,
that in saub-cla',se 3, line 4, the words
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"with their report" be struck out, and
the, following words inserted in lieu
thereof : "if the certificate has been
granted by the Board of Trade, and
on other Cases to the local authority
which has granted the certificate, together
with the report"; also that in sub-clause
4, line 4, after the word "furnished," the
words "a resnable- time" be inserted;
also that in line 5, all the words after "to"
be Struck out, and 'such holder" inserted
in lieu thereof.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 12-agreed to.
Clause 13-Evidence of persons about

to leave the colony:
Hox- it S. HAYNES moved, as an

amendment, that in the sub-paragraph,
line 4, after the word "held," the words
"together with a list of charges" be in-
serted.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 14 to 17, inclusive-agreed to.
Schedule-agreed to.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Reported with amendments, and the re-

port adopted.

SUPPLY BILL (230,000l.
Received from the Legislative, Assem-

bly and read a first tlime.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY mioved
that the Standing Orders be suspended
to allow of the Bill being passed through
all stages that day.

Queatiln put and passed, and the
Standing Orders suspended.

SECOND READING, ETC.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell), in moving the second read-
ig, said: It has been the practice to

submit this Supply Bill, because it is
necessary the Government should have
funds to carry on the service of the coun-
try. I trust hon. members wntt support
the Bill, and pass it through to-night,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through Committee without de-

bate, report-ed without amendment, and
report adopted.

Rend at third time and passed.

LOCAL INSCRIBED STOCK ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL.

Received from the Legislative saseml-
bly, and read a first time,

REAPPROPRIA'flON OF LOAN MONEYSB
BILL.

COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Assembly having inti-
mated by message their assent to the
amendments suggested by the Council,
for striking out the items for two railway
surveys to Mount Leonora and to Norse-
man, and the Assembly having made the
amendments in the Bill,

The House resolved into Committee,
aind formally agreed to the two amend-
Ments.

Resolutions reported, and report
adopted.

JOINT COMMITTEE, OFFICIAL RE-
CEIVER IN BANKRUPTCY.

MOTION TO ENLARGE POWERS.

HoN. R. S. BAYNES moved: "That
the Committee appointed to act jointly
with the Committee of the Legislative
Assembly, to inquire into and report on
the administration of the Bankruptcy Act
by the Senior Official Receiver, be also
empowered to inquire into and report
upon the administration of the affairs of
registered compianies, of which th6 same
officer has acted as Official Liquidator."
A similar resolution had, he said, been
passed in another place, and as this was
a joint Committee of the two Houses, he
hoped the motion would pass in the Coun-
cil without discussion. It might be al-
most unnecessary to submit the motion,
hecause it appeared that acting as Of-
ficial Liquidator entrenched on the duties
of Official Receiver, but it was only dur-
ing the course of the inquiry that it had
been found there was some difference be-
tween the two offices. The inquiry was in
regard to the administration of the Act by
this officer, and if a person iifvolved had
administered other Acts as well, and given
up his time, it was desirable in order to
have no dispute to make full inquiry- It
was advisable, though not necessary, the
Committee should be armed with this
power.

Question put and passed.
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COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
I COMmPtfl,

Consideration in Committee resumed,
on motion moved on the previous day by
HON H1. G, PARsoNs, that the following
be addeO as a new clause: -

All notices of general or extraordinary meet-
ings, required by law to be issued to share-
holders vpon the register of the company, shall
be issued from the registered office of the com-
pany within the colopy, in the case of corn-
panics whose head office is in any other colony
in Australasia, not less than one month, and,
in the case of other companies, not less then
two months before the date of such meeting.
lIeo sald that in order to meet the repre-
sentations of certain members, which
seemed to carry a great deal of weight,
the proposed new clause would require
amendiffint.

rTn CHAIRMAN: The proposed new
clause stood in the hon. member's name,
and tfibugh he would be at liberty to ex-
plain the proposed amendment, aiiother
member mi~st move it.

HON. A. P. MATHESON moved, as an
amendment to the prop~ibd new clause,
that between the words "shall" and "be" in
line 3 the following words be inserted:
"In case, it shall be, proposed at such meet-
ings to reconstruct the company, issue
uncalled or additional shares, or issue
debentures r~r sell, mortgage, or other-
wise. deal with any of the company's as-
sets in such a way as to affect the in-
terests of colonial shareholders." In
moving this he would like to point out
that to make suck notice effective, ad-
ditional words were required. Limited
blbiiity companies had articles. of as-
acciatipon governing their proceedings,
and these aiticles always provided for
notice t6 be given in regard to the ordin-
ary or exfraordinary meetings, and three
weeks' notice was usually prescribea- A
person who accepted a transfier of a share
in a com pany, a-s a rulW, by the form of
a transrcr, accepted it subject to. the
articles. of association. To his mind,
though he spoke not as a lawyer, the
transferee contracted himself out of the
Act 6iM subjected himself to the articles
of association- In order to make, it ob-
ligatory on every, company to amend their
articles of association, tbeie should be a
clause to the effect that no company
should carry on business in the colony
unless they inserted such a. stipulation in

their artieles. He was in doubt as to
whether either House of Parliament
would go that length, and he merely sub-
mitted the suggestion for their considera-
tion.

Amendment put and passed, and the
new clause, as amended agreed to.

New clause:
Hon. H. G. PARSONS moved that th

following be added as a, new clause :-
On the application of any shareholder on the

Colonial Register, his shares shall he transferred
to the register of the head office of the com-
pany.
This new clause, he said, would meet ob-
jections which had been raised. He
had had the clause drafted as shortly as
possible, the Bill being extremely co'm-
plicated as it wan The best way would
be to pass this clause, and see how it
worked, because it was the plain English
of what was required.

New clause put and passed, and added
Vb the Bill.

New clause:
HON. H. G-. PARSONS moved that the

following be added, to stand as clause 6 ol
the Bill, "A copy of the transfer register
of thd. company shall be 'kept at the re-
gistered office of the company in the
colony, and all alIterations of such regiater
shall within a reasonable time be entered
on the colonial register." He had pur-
posely not mentioned any time because
"a reasonable time' was a term known
to the law, and he did not wish to bind
a company to any definite time.

Hart A. P. MATPHESON: Would the
hon. member supply the Committee with
so-me information as to the utility of this
proposed new clause. So, far as he could
judge, it would simply gratify the cork-
os~ity of some people. Very often in
London, transfer officesi took as mnuch as
£200 or X300 a month in transfer fees,
and this amount was made up of half-a-
crown fees. If these entries had to be
transmitted to the colony, it would take
a large staff of clerks to keep the books.

HON. J. W. HACETTr: They were given
a reasonable time, and that might be five
years.

fox. H. G. PAIRSONS: If the London
office could keep one copy of the books,
it could keep two. It was only reason-
able that we in this colony should have
full information of what was done on the

in Committee.
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London registers. He understood that
the people connected with the Great
Boulder in London were perfectly pre-
pared not only to keep a copy of the
London register here, but also to send
a copy of the colonial register to London;
therefore a copy of both registers would
be kept on both sides. He was sure rea-
sonable time would not be construed into
meaning five years. Numbers of comn-
panics were desirous of entering into this
course of business. This Bill would
bring the different companies into line.
it was impossible to make one company
keep a copy of the London register here
and not the others.

Box. A. P. MATHEsorq: What was to
be the particular advantage?

Box. H. G. PARSONS: It would be
of great advantage to know what was
being done on the London register, just
as it Would he of advantage for the peo-
ple in London to know what was done
here.

foN. A. P. MATHESON: It would not
be known here until the value of the in-
formation was past.

HON. H. G. PARSONS: It would be
better to have the informnation late than
not at all.

New clause put and passed, and added
to the Bill.

Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments, and

report adopted.

HEALTH BIL-.

IN COMMITTE.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SnonE-
TARY, the House resolved into Committee
to consider the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Interpretatiou of terms:
Bov. C. A. PIESSE moved, as an

amendment, that in the interpretation
of "earth closet" the words "dry powdered
earth or other" be struck out. He
wished to prevent earth being used as
much as possible. He would like to see
inserted the words, "limo or wood ashes."
If his amendment were carried, the deo-
dorizing material to be used would be
left to the discretion of the different
boards. In Tasmania they did not allow
dry earth to be used, and the system in
that colony was satisfactory.

Box. F. T. CROWDER: They had no dry
earth in Tasmania,

HoN. J. W. HAcxnrr: Earth was the
best deodorant that could be used.

Amendment put and negatived, and the
clause agreed to.

Clause 4--Appointment of Central
Board of Health:

Hov. F. T. CROWDER moved, as an
amendment, that in line 3, paragraph 2,
the word "two" be struck out and "three"
inserted in lieu thereof. Considering, the
Central Board of Health was to consis of
five members, two was too small a numj-
her to form a quorum.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 5 to 12, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 13-Municipal Council to con-

stitute a local board for city or town:
HoxN. W. T. LOTON: Was there any

necessity to have the words "in Caonil
after the word "Governor" in this clause?

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: They could
do no harmi.

Box. W. T. LOTON: When the drafts-
man started he simply said "Governor,"
but in several other clauses he had "Go-
vernor in Council." Why was it neces-
sary to start with the term "Governor"
and subsequently to use the term "Gover-
nor in Council" I Would it not be advis-
able to, strike out the words "in Council"
all through the BillI

Box. F. WHITOOMBE: Although the
Interpretation Bill had not been finally
passed, in that measure "Governor"
meant "Governor in Council."

THE COLONIAL SECETARY: There
was an Act independent of the Interpre-
tation Bill, he believed, which made the
sme provision. He had thought it
out of place, perhaps, for him (the Colo-
nial Secretary) to move an alteration, in-
asmuch as the Bill had passed through
the Legislative Assembly, and the legal
advisers of thoe Crown might have some
reasons for leaving out the words.

TaR CHAIRMAN drew attention to the
fact that in clauses 13, 14 and 15 the
term "Governor Jat Council" was used,
whereas under clause 17 "Governor" was
the term. In clause 15 both terms were
used.

HON. J. W. HACnRrT: It Was Simply
bad drafting.
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Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY pointed
out that in clause 16 the term "order-in-
council" was used.

Hon. F. WmITCoMBE: The only
"order" that could be made was an
"order in council."

Tha COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
would cause a lot of work to make thoe
alteration throughout the Bill.

R1ox. J. W. RACKE'IT suggested that
"i Council" be &truck out. In New South
Wales the term "Governor in Council"
was always used, but in many, of the other
colonies "Governor" was inserted. 'this
question was raised at the very initiation
of responsible Government in this colony,
and it was then decided to use "Gover.
nor" instead of "Governor in Council."
If the Bill were left as drafted the ques-
tion no doubt would be raised as to what
was the difference between the two
phrases. The same point arose in refer-
taco to the Education Bill, end he moped
the uniform practice of Western Austra-
lia would be adopted, and the law courts
not left to decide the question.

T M COLONIAL SEOBS&TARYT : There
were some Acts whici tdhe Governor per-
formied without the Council, in connec-
tion with the transfer of prisoners and
other matters.

Hox. J. W. HACKETIT: Those were
questions of prerogative, whilst this was
a question of a statute.

'HON. F. T. Cftownan: In clause 16 pro-
vision was made for the appointment of
a local board by order in council, and if
the amendment were carried how wo>uli
this clause be affectedI

RON. J. W. HACKETTl: The amend-
meat did not affect tihe clause in the least.An "order in council" always meant an
order of the Governor in Council. It was
evident a mistake had been made in an-
other place.

At 6.30 p.m. the CHAIRMAN left the
chair.

At 7.30 the CLUmANwi resumed the
chair.

HoN. W. T. LOTON moved, as san
amendment, that the words "in Council,"
in line 4, be struck out.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to,

Tnm CHAIRMAN:- As it had been de-
cided to take the words "in Council"
out, these words would be tihainated as
consequential amendments lit.evar they
occurred in the BiUl aftee Je word
"Governor."

Clause 14-agreed to.
Clause 15--Districts outside and not

adjoining municipalities:
HON. C. A. PIESSE: The clause stated

that "such locarl board that was appointed
shall enjoy the same powers and discharge
the same duties within the same district
as are by this Act conferred and imposed
on a municipal council of a city or town."
He would like some information unon
this point. Were local hoards to have the
same powers as a, munioipality?

ThTE Cor~obiAu SECRETARY: Yes ; as
provided by the Bill.

HoN. J. W. HRcnn': As a local board
of health,

RoN. J. E. RICHARDSON: The clause
stated that the Governor in Council might
appoint any number not exceeding seven
members to be a local board of healthi
The Governor might only appoint one or
twaL

HoN. J. W. HlAczcsr: We must trust
to that

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 16 and 17-agreed to.
Clause 18-Officers of Health, upociut-

ment, remuneration, and duties:
Hom. C. A. PIESSE: This clause would

work aL hardship. Each local board would
have to appoint its own officers, and in
many districts there were no doctors, and
yet the clause said that the boards should
appoint a, local qualified medical -racti-
tioner to be the health officer. There was
another difficulty ; the local boards would
not be able to get sufficient funds to pay
for these officers. According to the Lilt,
each local beard was bound to have a
health officer, an analyst, an inspector,
a, secretary, auditor4 and the ordinary
nightmn Then there were rent of offices
=nd the publication, of advertisements.

All these expenses had to be borne,
whereas the local board had only p~ower
to levy a rate up to & absilling in the .

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 19 to 22, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 23--Officers of local board:
R~oN. F. r. CROWDER moved, as an

amendmlent, that, in line 2, the words

[COUNCIL.] in cammittee.
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"subject to the. approval of the Central
Board" be struck out. If these words
were left in, the local boards would not be
able to appoint a rate -collector, or night-
man, without the approval of the Central
Board.

Ths COLONIAL SECRETARY: Ibis provi-
sion was in force now.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER:t The Bill gave
the local boards power, without consult-
ing the central authority, to dismiss their
officers,

HON. C. A. PIESSE said he hoped the
Committee would carry this amendment.
These words took all the grit, as it
were, out of the local boards.

Tim COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
appointment and powers conferred on the
Central Board were the very essence of
the Bill. Unless we had a central board
with strong powers, the provisions of the
measure would not be carried out pro-
perly. Local boards might make mis-
takes in the appointment of officers, and
no harm coruld be done by having this
provision in the clause.

RON. J. W. HAcKcrr: The Minister
could supersede the action of the central
board if necessary.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: At the pre-
sent time local boards throughout the
colony, before they could appoint any
junior officer, had to send in the nam
of the man to the central board to get
the approval of that body. If an officer
left the local board and the local board
wished to fill up the position, the board
might have to wait a fortnight for blhe
approval of the central board and, in the
meantime, the work of the local board
would be at a standstill.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause agreed to.

Clauses 24 and 25-agreed to.
Clause 26-MunicipAl Council to make

and levy public health rate:
HON. C. A. PIESSE: This clause in-.

flicted a g-reat hardship on small com-
munities where it was necessary to have
health boards. The power to levy a rate
of one shilling altogether, in small com-
munities, was given, hut it would be im-
possible to pay the salaries of the officers
necessary for carrying out this Bill, out
of this rate. Tf the local boards did not
Appoint the officers provided for in the
Bill, the central board would appoint them

and then the question would Crop Up as
to how these officers were to be paid.
There was not sufficient rateable property
in some small communities to pay the
salaries of these officers.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Small com-
munities could combine and share the ex-
penses of the officials.

HON. C. A. PIESSE: That would wvork
very well in places such as Cottesloe and
Claremont, but in places 20 miles apart
it would not work. He suggested that
where places were taxed to the utmost,
some supplementary assistance should be
given by the Government.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: What the hon.
member contemplated would not comne
about. There wvas a power in the Bill
further on to make a charge per pan.
Health boards in the country would be
able to raise sufficient m~oney by taxing
the land.

THE COLONIAL SECRIETARY: If the
hon. member looked at clause 7 he would
find that local boards would get certain
moneys from certain funds where the
work was ordered to be done by the Gov-
ernment.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 27 to 29, inclusive-agreed

to.
Clause 80-Accounts to be kept by

local boards:
HON. F. T. CROWDER moved, as

amendments, that in line 10 the words
"two guineas" be struck out, and that
after "audit" the words "not less than one
guinea"' he inserted. The clause lpro-
vided that each auditor employed by a
local board should be paid two guineas.
The accounts of the central board could
not be audited for, perhaps, 10 or 20
guineas, whereas in small communities
the accounts could be audited for one
guinea.

HoN. A. C. PIESSE supported the con-
tention of the hon. member.

TRE CHAIRMAN: The amendment
could not be accepted. This Bill came
down by message from His Excellency
the Governor. The Committee could only
make a suggestion.

TmE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This amend-
ment only reduced the rate to be paid.

Tins CHAIRMAAN: It was left an open
question.
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HON. F. T. CROWDER moved that a
suggestion be forwarded to the Legislative
Assembly that in clause 30, line 10, the
words "two guineas" be struck out, and
"not less than one guinea"' be inserted
after the word "audit."

Motion put, and passed.
HoN. F. T. CROWDER moved, as a

further amendment, that after the words
"Government Gazette," the wordsi, "some
paper circulating in the district" be*
struck out. Local boards would have
enough to do to carry on with their 6d.
rate, without being put to the expense of
advertising in the local newspapers; and
an announcement in the Government
Gizew would be quite sufficient. To
advertise an abstract of accounts in a
local paper would come to something like
ten guineas, per annum, and no local board
could afford to give it.

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
,natter came under the operation of clause
7. The expenditure was under order of
council, and had to come out of moneys
appropriated by parliament for the ex-
penses of local boards, and the anounce-
meat ought to be inserted in the local
papes

HON. C. A. PIESSE: A proper audit
of accounts was provided for, and one
publication in the Gazette would be quite
sufficient.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result: -

Ajes . ... .. 8

NoeN .. ..- . --- 4

Majority for

Ayes.
Hon. A. P. Matheson
HOD. I). McKay
How. E. MaLartr
HOn. H. 0. Parson.
Hon. C. A. Pimsa
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. F. Whitcomnbo
Hon. F. T. Crowder

(Teller)

'Noes.-
Hon. J. W. Haokett
Hon. W. T!. Loton
Hon. G. Randall
Hon. W. Spencer

(Teller)

Amendment thus passed, and tbe clause
as amended agreed to.

Clauses 31 and 32-agreed to.
Clause 33-Central board to make by-

lawsi as to dairies, etc.:
HoN. A. P. MATHESON suggested an

amendment, that in the sub-clause pro-
viding for the registration of plumbers,

and gas-fitters the word "examination"'
be inserted between "the" and "registra-
tion)' He did not see what good registra-
tion would be without examination.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
was no provision that he knew of for any
examining body, and, further, the amend-
ment involved payment of fees, which
was a money question, in respect to which
an amendment could not be moved in. this
House. His. objection, however, was that
there was no examining body.

Tni CHAIRMAN: The central board
had powver to make by-laws; and it wau
quite true, the amendment entailed ex-
penditure.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: What object
could be served by registration unless a
certificate of capacity was wanted? And
what steps were going to be taken to
prove capacity?

HON. F. T. CROWDER: If a person
came up for registration he would be re-
quired to, show that he was a gas-fitter or
plumber, and on that he would be regi-
secred,

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 34 to 37, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 38-By-laws:
HON. C. A. PIESSE suggested that the

first sub-ection, which required all cess-
poohk to be cleansed and filled up, should
also, include dry wells, which were perfect
death-traps, in the public schools and al
other places.

Tnu COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
word "cesspools"' embraced what was in-
tended by the hot- member.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: In the Gov-
ernment schools all the water ran into the
dry well, and he took it that dry well
would come under the same, law as caes
pool.

HON. F. wmrTCOrMBE moved that thE
sub-clause, which prevented the keeping o
cows or goats within certain limits of the
municipality, be struck out. It ;was not
advisable to give the board of health
power to define the limits. At present
boards of health had sufficient powers and
control, if cows and goats were not kept
in a proper manner.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: The objec.
tion by Mr. Whitcombe could be endorsed
He (Mr. Matheson) himself kept a cow,
and it might easily happen that a muni.
cipality or local board would prohibit
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his doing so, there being nothing to define
the limit, In the 17th sub-section ample
power was given to prevent any nuisance
from the keeping of vows, and if this sub-
clause -was retained the keeping of horses
or fowls might as well be prohibited.

THEs COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause ought to be retained because it
would not do to keep cows, say, in the
centre of Perth.

Ho.N. F. WHITCONDE: If there was no
nuisance, why not?

Tits COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
provision was already made in 59
Vie. 35, s. 3, and it had caused no incon-
venience, and it would not be put into
operation unnecessarily.

HoN. F. r. CROWDER:- The sub-
clause -was ridiculous, because ample pro-
vision was made against keeping animals
which wvere a nuisance or injurious to
health. Cows were certainly no more
of a nuisance than horses. A lot
of families even in the middle of the
city kept cows for their own use, and there
was no reason why they should not.

HoN,. H. G. PARSONS: The sub-clause
was rather legislating for the city and
neglecting the outlying towns. Coats
on the fields were a great convenience,
and to keep themn was, much better than
being compelled to buy adulterated milk.
In St. Kilda, Victoria, where he was
brought up, people kept cows, and they
were not found to he a nuisance. Cows
did no more hemn than horse;, and in
country districts, or towns in a dtate of
transition, cows and goats ought to be
allowed.

HoN. J. E. RICHARDhSON: The sub-
clause ought to be struck out. Such a
provision might be all very well for large
cities, but in a. place, say, like the new
municipality of Claremont, such a. power
ought not to be given to the local body.

Amendment put and passed, and the
sub-clause struck out.

Ho-,. F. T. CROWDER moved that in
sub-clause 38 between the words "of" and
"tand" the words "poultry yard" be; in-
serted. The amendment was moved on
the ground that more disease was spread
from poultry yards than from stables.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 39-Inspector to prosecute for
breach of by-laws:

Ho-;. C. A. PJESSE suggeste that the
clause be struck out. If the inspector
was to have all this power, why give the
boards any power at all? The inspector
ought to consult the board before he took
action, otherwise hardship might result.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 40-agreed to.
Clause 41-Prohibition of the mixing

of injurious ingredients, and of selling
the same:-

HON. F. T. CROWDER moved as
amendments that in line 3, the word
"whether" be struck out, and "if" inserted
in lieu thereof; also that in line 4, after
"health," the words "or not" be struck
out. The clause provided that no ingre-
dients shou ld be used "whether such ingre-
dients be injurious to health or not," and
it was this provision he desired to amend.
If the clause were passed as drawn, it
would mean that no confectionery or
llles could be coloured, no matter how
harmless the ingredients were. Surely
the intention of the Act was that only
injurious coloured ingredients should not
be used.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clause 42-Prohibition of the mixing
of drugs with injurious ingredients and
of selling the same:

HoN. F. T. CROWDER said he desired
to move a. similar amendment to that
made in the previous clause. If adruggist
coloured his mixtures with injurious ingre-
dients, he would be liable to a penalty,
but it was monstrous that a, man syhould
not be allowed to use colour that was not
injurious to health.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: If the
hon. member looked at the words "ex-
cept for the purpose of compounding" be
would see that, the amendment was un-
necessary.

RON. F. T. Canwosa: An. amendment
was, perhaps, unnecessary in view- of that
amendment.

Cluse put and p.-used.
Clauses 43 to 50, inclusive--agreed to.
Clause 51-Pohibition of sae of milk

of diseased cows:
Ho-,x. F. WHITCOMBB moved that, in

line 4, the words "to hiso knowledge" be
struck out. The onus of oroving cows to
be free from disease should be placed on
the person who offered the milk for sale,
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or who procured it from the cow, other-
wise the inspector would have to show
that the owner of the cows knew that they
vere suffering, and that was a pnost diffi-
cult thing to prove. The penalty rested
entirely in the discretion of the court,
and no doubt, if a. man had innocently
offended., a heavyv penalty would not he
inflicted.

Amnendment. put and passed, and the
clause, as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 52 to 91, inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 92-Overcrowding in houses:
HoN. C. A. PIESSE: Would the fines

for overcrowding go to the hoards or
would they be paid into the general
revenueI

Thu COLONIAL SECRETARY: That was
provided for in the last clause of the Bill.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 93-Prohibition to occupying

cellar dwellings:
Hon. F. T. CROWDER: Large build-

ingys were erected in Perth with under-
ground rooms properly ventilated, and
having windows,, and many people pre-
ferred these rooms for coolness. If these
rooms were used for sleeping apartments,
the landlord of the house would ho liable
to a fine. There were many rooms under-
ground in De Baun's Rotel, and in other
large hotels, hut if thisg clause was Passed
ats it stood, these underground rooms,
although properly ventilated, and having
windows, could. not he used, although they
were very healthy rooms to live in.

HON. F. WHITOOMEE: The clause
provided for cellars, which were to be
occupied separately as a dwelling. If
stores in large buildings were let
independently of the building, the fine
could not be inflicted,

Ro-y. H. 0. PARSONS: In the country
a man might dig a hole in a hill so as to
have a cool place to live in, hut if ho
did so, according to this clause, he would
be liable to. a, penalty of £,20 for every
day he lived there.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: Different
storeys in large buildings were let
separately. He feared that the ietting
of underground rooms would be contrary
to the Bill.

Clause put and passed-
Clauses 94 to 97 inclusive-agreed to.
Clause 98-Houses of persons receiv-

inig infants for nursing to he registered:

HoN. F. T. CROWDER moved, aa
amendments, that in line 2 the word!
"more than one infant, or in the case ol
twins more than two" be struck out, ant
the word "any" inserted in lieu thereof
also that in line 4 the word "their" hi
struck out, and the word "his" be in
served in lieu thereof. A case came ui
the other day in which a woman had beei
in the habit of taking, every now anuc
again, a baby in to nurse, and getting ru
of it by popping it into a hole in the badl
yard. This clause as it stood would al
low this system to go on, If a persoi
kept one child, and, in the case of twins
two children, that person was not nov
compelled to register. If ab person kepi
an infant more than 24 hours, that infan
should be registered. This provisici
would not affect guardians or relatives.
Hon. C. A. PisE : What the hon. mem,

her bad proposed was necessary.
TrEm COLONIAL SECRETARY: Thi

object which the hon. member had in viev
was a good one, but there might be a, casi
in-which a parent would make an ar
rangement with a, friend to take charge o
a child, or even twit or three children, a
a pure friendly act, and to take the re
sponsibility of the parent for the timi
heing. Such a case as this might comi
under the clause, and the person taking
the children would have to register. Ix
the ease of one parent being dead, thi
other parent would ho precluded fron
taking advantage of an opportunity o
having the children brought up properli
by a Mrend.

HON. F. T. CHowDER: The term "guar
d&an" would cover that case.

HoN. E. MoLARTY;- This clause pro
vided only for those who took in infanti
for hire and reward.

Tm Coteyuj. SECRETARY: The case hi
mentioned would lie for fee or reward.

HoN. F WHITOOMBE said he woulb
like to see the amendment go further
and to cut out all. the words after "re
ceived" in the first line, leaving out &l
together the questron of hire and reward
tllen all persons receiving children wouli
be compe~ied to register.

Amndments put and passed, and thi
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 99 to 103, inclusive--agreec
to.

[COUNCIL.] in Committee.



Health Bill: [28 SEPTEMBER, 1898.] in Committee. 2007

Clause 104--Death of an infant re-
ceived for nursing:

HoN. F. T. Caownna suggested that in
lines 1 said 2 the words "twenty-four" be
struck out, and "twelve" inserted in lieu
thereof. The Bill further on provided
that a boarding house keeper should re-
port a death within twelve hours, and he
did not see why the death of an infant
received for nursing should not be also
reported within twelve hours.

Hox. W. T. LOToN: In the event of a
child dying at three o'clock in the after-
noon, the keeper of the house would have
to get up in the middle of the night to re-
port the death.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses '105 to 116, inclusive--agreed

to.
Clause 117-Infectious diseases to be

reported:
HON. F. T. CROWDER suggested as

amendments that in line 7, the words
.,as respects any particular district" be
struck out; also that in the same line
the words "or contagious" be inserted
between "infectious" and "disease." This
clause staled that-'certain diseases should
be reported on, and he desired that the
doctor should report infectious or con-
tagious disesa without any limitation.
There were one or two very bad diseases
wvhich were not specified, and it should
not be left optional to the local board to
ask the doctor to report on them. A
common lodging house keeper had to re-
port all infecitious or contagious disease,
and the same duty ought to be placed
upon the doctor.

HoN. W. T. LOTON: But why strike out
"as respects any particular district?"

HON. F. T. CROWDER: The clause
providedf That the doctor had only to re-
port certain infectious diseases if ordered
specially by the local board to do so.

Tnn COLONIAL SECRETARY: ta
was not the right reading, as the hon.
member would see, if he observed the
words "to which the Act has been ap-
plied by the local board." What would
be the use of a doctor reporting outside
the local board district? The insertion
of the word "contagious" would meet
what the hon. member required.

HON. F. T. CROWDER moved, as ain
amendment, that the words "or conta-

gious" be inserted between 'infectious"
and "disease."

HON. F. WHITOOMBE: From the
reading of the clause it would appear that
it applied not to the "district"' but to
the "disease." No doubt the clause
meant something, but at present it ap-
peared to him to be nonsense, and the
Colonial Secretary was responsible for
seeing it put into workable shape.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
provision might be taken to be in a,
workable shape, since it had been in
operation since 1890. He took it that
it meant any house in any district in
frhich the Act applied, and if it was with-
in any district embraced by the operation
of the Act, the doctor had to report to the
local board.

MN. F. Wm'rcouns: The clause did
not read that way

Amendment-that the words "or con-
tagious" be inserted-put and passed,
and the clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 118-Duty of local authority
to cause premises to be cleansed and dis-
infected:

HON. F. IT CROWDER moved, as an
amendment, that in line 5, between the
words "infectious"' and "disease," the
words "or contagious" be inserted.

Put and passed, and the -clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 119 to 129, inclusive-agreed
to.

Luiause 180-On default by local boards,
chairman may be ordered to provide hce-

pitals, etc.
HoN. C. A PIESSE asked the Colonial

Secretary whether the clause meant the
Government would bear half the cost?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
clause meant that if there were no funds
to build, the funds must be provided by
Parliament.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 131 to 183, inclusive--agreed

to.
Clause 184--Prohibition of feeding

swine on refuse:
RON. E. McLARTY: In this clause it

was prodided that pig@ should not be fed
on blood or offal, unless the latter were
cooked. This would prove a hardship
on butchers, and was, moreover, a, clause
for which there was no necessity, and
which could never be carried out, especi-
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*ally in country places. He suggested as
an amendment that in lines 2 and 3,
the wvords "upon any blood or offal, un-
less cooked, or," be struck out.

Hwq. fl. Mcoay: The provision could
be evaded in the country, but it would
prove useful in the towns.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
danger was that tuberculosis and pneu-
mIlnia-affected cattle were killed without
people knowing that the animals were
suffering from these diseases, and the
offal was given to the pigs, and the diseases
'were spread. This clause had received
great consideration in another place, and
the arguments which Mr. MeLarty was
now using were then put before the As-
Ee'nbly. He took it that this clause was
intended to apply to public slaughter-
houses, and large slaughiter-houses prin,
cipally, to prevent injurious effects fol-
lowing from the slaughter of diseased
animals, the offal from which was given
to pigs in its raw state. Looking at the
clause from that point of view, it was
an important one. There was a real
source of danger from pigs eating un-
cooked diseased offal, and there was
sonmething repulsive to him about it. If
the bon. member wished to amend the
clause he had be tter move to postpone it
and look into the matter.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: Pigs in country
districts ate all the offal from diseased
animals ; they ate dead horses and dead
sheep which died fromt all kinds of dis-
eases. The only way to get over the
difficulty wvas to provide that no pig
should eat Ray offal.

HON. J. W. H.cxnn: Hlow could we
keep a pig from eating offal?

fox. C. A. PIESSE: That Was the
trouble. Hundreds of pigs roamed
about at their own sweet will devouring
the careses of diseased animals. The
clause ought to be struck out.

HoN. K McLARtTY: This provision
might prevent the spread of disease in
the country, where there was a great deal
of slaughtering done, but the clauise would
not be effective unless it was made
general, and if it was made general it
would not be carried out. The provision
would htamper butchers, and give- them
a reat deal of unnecessary work. There
was not much danger from the pigs eating
uncooked offal.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 185 to 243, inclusive--agreed

Newv Clause:
HoN. F. WHITCOMBE moved that the

following be added to the Bfill to stand
as a new clause: -

Upon information laid before any justice of
the peace that any person is reasonably sus-
pected of being a leper, the chairman of the
local board of health of the district in which
such suspected leper shall then be, or in which
he was last known to reside, may issue
a warrant, and thereupon such suspected person
shall be arrested and brought before the said
chiairman, and then and there, or so soon there-
after as; conveniently my be, shall be examined
by the health officier of the local board and
twvo other legally qualified medical practi-
tioners, who may thereafter give the certificate
required by section 112 of this Act.
The law as it stood provided for certain
measures being taken in the case of
leprosy, but it did not confer ainy power
upon anybody to compel an examination
of at leprous suspect. It wits highly de-
sirous that p)ower should be given that
8.fy p~erson who was reasonably suspectied
to be suffering from leprosy should be
examnined. The information would have
to be supported by the opinion of a nmedi-
cal man, and in that case no injustice
would ho done.

THE COLONIAL SacasrAnY : NO lgsa
tion of this kind. so far as he was advised,
was in force in anty British comnmunity.

Box. F. WEITCOMBE: In New South
W~sales there was a law to this effect.

Tnm COLONIAL SECRETARY: He WaS in-
formed that was not so.

HON. F. WHITCOMIIE3: Mr. Haynes
had informed himt that it was the law in
New South Wales.

Tnr COLONIAL SERETARY; This
wan a.vry important clause, but there

wa nelement of danger in it. It in-
terfered with the liberty of the subject.

11oN. J. W. HACKETT: Any one who had
a grudge against another person could
have that person arrested on suspicion
of being at leper.
"tTyuE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yesi;

an unl1principled Man, and in that case
I it would cause distress and trouble and

injury.
fox. J. W. HACKETT: It would ruin a
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T~m COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes;
it would ruin a. man for life. Just now
an inquiry was being held by a& Select
Committee in reference to persons sup-
posed to be suffering from leprosy, and
it was reported to the Committee that a
certain person wvas suffering from leprosy,
but he believed there was no foundation
for the report. He (the Colonial Secretary)
had known the man who- was sus-pected,
foi the lest 46 years, and he was certain
that the man was not suffering from any
disease of the kind. The suspect had
submitted. himself to be examined by
doctors before, the Select Committee of
another place, and he believed the doctors
had pronouned him not to be suffering
from the disease. We should not be
scared by statements which had recently
been made in the public press about cases
of leprosy, as be believed they were not
founded on fact. He would object to
thi,- proposed new clause, as anyone
might be exposed to great danger. Al-
thoug~h the object the hon. nmember had
was, a good- one, still there was an ele-
ment of danger about it.

foxN. F. WHITCffMINIE:- Under the cir-
cumstances, would the Colonial Secretary
inform hon. members, of the Council why
clause 112 was inserted in the Bill, and
how it could be carried into effect? It
was not likely that any person suffering,
or supposed to be suffering from leprosy,
would. submit himself willingly to be ex-
anmined, and there was no power to coin-
ptd such a person to be examined. Clause
112 was worth nothing unless some ma-
cliinery for compulosry examination was
provided. If we took a lesson from the
other colonie-S we would act promptly,
andl provide this necessary machinery. It
was all very well for the Colonial Secre-
tary to ask where a law for the compul-
sory arrest of suspected lepers waa in
lorce. If the hon. gentleman had taken
ie trouble to study the laws of Queensi-

land and New South W~ales, and the regu-
lations in force in th6 northern territory
of South Australia, he would hoie found
that in the two former colonies compul-
sory arrest was necessary, and that in
the northern territory such cases were
lprovided for. In Western Australia. we
were as liable to be attacked by this di-
sease as were people in the other

colonies; and the Bill ought to be com-
plete.

Tax COLONIAL SECRETARY:- The
law proposed in the Bill was all the law
there was in Victoria.

EoN. F. WHITCOMBE: Victoria. was
a nice little place where you could see
everybody, and, probably, in Melbourne
there wfa more leprosy than in New South
Wales, as a consequence, of there being no
means in Victoriai of checking the disease,
and compelling retirement of infected per-
sons from crowded. centres. Because this
compulsory examination was not in force
in Victoria, or England, or other places,
was no reason why it should not be put in
forcee in Western Australia. It was child-
i sh to say a scare had been raised in the
newspapers, and that no steps should be
taken until there was an outbreak. Legis-
lation in this colony had anticin' ated an
outbreak of leprosy by the introduction
of clause 112 in the Health Bill, and if
that were anticipated, why should it not
be provided against? If the matter had
been overlooked in the, other House-, it
was the duty of the Council to fill in the
discrepancy. Some hon. members were
particularly pitiful of the sorrows of
others, and afraid some persons should be
victims of the spite of another. The
machinery proposed that the information
should be laid baforfs a. justice, of the
peace.

HoR. J. E. RicaRnSOy: By any one?
Hwv. F. WHITOOMEE: If the Govern-

ment preserved the sane caution in the
appointment of justices of the peace in
future as they had in the past-and it
would ill become a member of the Gov-
ernment to say othenvise-some guaran-
tee would be provided that the inform ation
laid would not be taken too hastily. The
information would not be received until
it was endorsed by medical opinion, and
then after the information was laid the
chairman of the local board had discre-
tion as to whether the warranit should be
issued; and that officer, with at duo sense
of his responsibility, would be in no haste
to issue a warrqnt. He would make all
inquiry, not allowing any delay which
might prove dangerous. If the justice of
the peace and the chairman of the hoard
were not sufficient safeguards, then it
would be difficult to provide safeguards, at
any time, in the colony. His (Mr. Whit-
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combo's) duty was ended when he sub-
mnitted this clause, and any responsibility
for the results of its rejection would lie
on hon. members.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
were a. number of cases of eczema and
other skin diseases which might be mis-
taken for leprosy, and it would be a, ter-
rible thing to lay an information against
a victim of such diseases, and make him
undergo the ordeal.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: And make him
an outcast for ever.

New clause put, and declared negative&
Box. F. WHITCOMBE called for a divi-

sion.
Tnm CHAIRMAN: There, was only

one voice for the ayes, and the hon. mem-
ber could not call for a division.

On the motion of the COLONIAL SECaE-
TRaY, progress was reported, and leave
given to sit again.

ADJOURNMBNT.
The House adjourned at 9.15 p.m. until

the next day.

3jqgislatxbe stmfi
Wednesday, 28th September, 1898.

Paper presented-Question: Supreme Coui
Counsel and his relation to a Judge-Deat
of the Premier of Qeensnd: MotionI
Synipatby-Offi cil Receiver in Ban)
rupit, Joint Conmmittee: Motion to E3
tend ifme-Public, Education Bill, Legi:
lative Council's Amendments-Local IT
scribed Stock Act Amendment Bill, thir
reading-Official Receiver in Baakruptcj
Joint Committee: 'Motion to Enlarg
Powers; Notice of Motion for Correspor
deuce-Motion for P'apers: Sub-Accountar
of Works Department, Dismisal-Motion
Rebate on Dutiable, Articles (Potatoes)-
Motion: Penal System and CommissionI
Inquiry ; to Disapprove Appointments-
Department of Mines :Policy and Ad
ministration-Motion: Esperance-Nore
man Railway,' to Construct by Prinat
Enterprise ; Division (negatived) - AM
journinent.

The SPEAKER took the chair at 4.31

o'clock, p.m.

PRAYE RS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Acclimantisation Corn

mittee, Report.
Ordered to Lie on the table.

QUESTION: SUPREME COuRT OOUN8EI
AND HIS RELATION1 TO A JUDGE.
MR. LYALL HALL asked the Attorie

General if he knew whether Mr. Hens
mani, the junior counsel in the case o
Noyes v. Haywood and Sons, was any re
lation of the judge before whom the, eas
was tried.

Thxb ATTYORNEY GENERAL (Hon
R. W. Pennefather) replied: Yes.

DEATH OF THE PREMIER OF QUEENS
LAND : MOTION OP SYMPATHY.

MII PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J
Forrest): Before we proceed with th,
business of the day, I have a sad duti
to perform, for I have to ask the Hous,
to agree to a resolution expressing on
sorrow at the untimely death of the Prim'
Mlinister of Queensland, and also askin
this House to express to the Parlisinen
and people of Queensland our sympathi
with the members of that Parliament ix


